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[Abstract:] In reference to the contracts of C.F. Croselmire for sweeps. 


* (Copies) 
See also telegram 3/20 — on file 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
March 24, 1885 


Sir: 


I have your communication of the 21st instant in regard to C.F. Croselmire’s bid and the 
* correspondence in relation thereto. 


I have no desire to hold Mr. Croselmire to an offer made under a mistake as to the facts, 
but if a contract has been executed, I have no legal power to release him. However, the Solicitor 
of the Treasury is of the opinion that, as Section 3503 of the Revised Statutes places the 
supervision of the business of the Mint under the superintendent subject to the approval of the 
Director of the Mint, the contract was not fully executed until his bid had received my approval, 
and therefore Mr. Croselmire had, prior to such approval, the legal right to with draw his offer. 


I think it has not been the practice at your Mint to submit your action in the sale of 
sweeps formally to my Office for approval, although that has been usually done at San 
Francisco. The provision in regard to the sale of sweeps in the Regulations, page 15, seems to 
imply that the superintendents should make such sales, and I was of the opinion that the contract 
was complete without my approval. But under the circumstances, and in view of the opinion of 
the Solicitor, I approve of your acceptance of the bid of A.W. Speer and Co., and Mr. Croselmire 
may be considered as having withdrawn his offer before its final acceptance by my approval. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


